THE GOLDEN LOTUS	15
"Old Sun and Pock-marked Chu can never have dreamed
that I would come to their rescue," Hsi-m£n Ch'ing said.
"But you have such a kind heart, Brother," said Po-
chueh.
"Uncle Chai seemed very pleased to see me," Lai Pao
continued. "He asked whether you were going to the Capital
to congratulate the Imperial Tutor on his Jbirthday, I did not
dare to say you were not going, so I said very probably you
were. Uncle Chai said it would be very nice of you to go
and see him."
"I never had any idea of going," Hsi-men Ch'ing said,
"but, after what you have said, I shall have to go." Then
he said: "You must be tired. Go to the inner court for some
refreshment and then rest. I shall want you ttf go to Yang-
chou in a day or two."
Lai Pao went out. Hsi-m8n Ch'ing went to tell Cassia.
He said to Po-chtieh: "You stay here. I shall be back in a
moment." But Po-chueh was anxious to go after Li and
Huang. He said: "I must go now but I will come back." He
went away.	«,
When Hsi-m£n Ch'ing came to theJMoon Lady's room
Cassia had already heard the news. She hastened to kotow
to Hsi-mSn Ch'ing and the Moon Lady. "Father and Mother,"
she said, "it is only by your kindness that I have been rescued
from desperate straits. I don't know what I can do for you
in return."
"Since you came to us," the Moon Lady said, "we could
do no less than get things put right for you. If we had not
done our best there would have been no point in your coming."
"Father and Mother," Cassia laid, "you have saved my
life, but that little whore Exquisite had no claim on you,
and you have saved her too. She made a lot of money; she
involved me in her own trouble, and we have treated her well.
I can't help feeling she is in our debt."
"Yes, indeed," Hsi-mSn Ch'ing said, laughing, "the little
whore has come out of it very well."
They talked for a while, then Cassia prepared to go away.
"My mother has not heard the news," she said. "I must
go and tell her or she will go on worrying. I will come again
with her to thank you."

